THE DUNGIAD
BOOK the FOURTH
ARGUMENT1
The Poet being, in this Book, to declare the Completion of the Pro-
phecies mentioned at the end of the former, makes a new Invocation;
as the greater Poets are wont, when some high and worthy matter is to
be sung\He shews the Goddess coming in her Majesty, to destroy
Order and Science, and to substitute the Kingdom of the Dull ^
upon earth. How she leads captive the Sciences, and silenceth the
Muses; and what they be who succeed in their stead.\A.ll her Children,
by a wonderful attraction, are drawn about her; and bear along with
them divers others, who promote her Empire by connivance, weak re-
sistance, or discouragement of Arts-, such as Half-wits, tasteless Ad- 10
mirers, vain Pretenders, the Flatterers of Dunces, or the Patrons of
them. All these crowd round her, one of them offering to approach her,
is driven back by a Rival, but she commends and encourages both.. The
first who speak inform are the Genius's of the Schools, who assure
her of their care to advance her Cause, by confining Youth to Words, 15
and keeping them out of the way of real Knowledge. Their Address 9
and her gracious Answer \ with her Charge to them and the Universities.
The Universities appear by their proper Deputies, and assure her
that the same method is observed in the progress of Education; The
speech o/"Aristarchus on this subject. They are driven off by a band of 20
young Gentlemen returned from Travel with their Tutors; one of
whom delivers to the Goddess, in a polite oration, an account of the
whole Conduct and Fruits of their Travels: presenting to her at the
same time a young Nobleman perfectly accomplished. She receives him
graciously, and indues him with the happy quality of Want of Shame. 2 5
She sees loitering about her a number q/"Indolent Persons abandon-
ing all business and duty, and dying with laziness: To these approaches
9 them] them also iJ42a.     27 these] whom
i. Collated with 17420.
337